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Connect the Junction Community Design Charrette

The Connect the Junction Master Plan aims to outline a vision for thoughtful, transit-oriented
development for the Five Corners, Pearl Street, and Park Street areas. As described in the Public
Engagement Plan, the project includes multiple public outreach efforts, including presentations
to the Planning Commission, stakeholder focus groups, and a Community Design Charrette,
which invites the community to engage during a weekend of presentations, site tours, and
workshop activities.

The Community Design Charrette took place from October 4-7, hosted at the Champlain Valley
Exposition Centre, with additional locations for some activities. The project team included
consultants from Framework, planners with the City of Essex Junction, and representatives
from Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission. The events of the weekend drew
families, Councilmembers, developers, youth, seniors, and more who shared what they view
as the challenges and opportunities for the project area. Using this feedback, we developed a
list of central themes for how the area can develop to offer more housing options, vibrant public
spaces, and thriving local businesses accessible via public transit and multi-modal facilities.

The following report outlines what we heard from the public during this series of engagement
events.
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FRIDAY Oct 4, 2024

Homecoming Game : e
Q Essex High School A |
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We brought project boards to the
homecoming game to introduce

the project and ask people about
challenges and opportunities in the
area. Dozens of kids stopped by our
table and gladly answered questions
in exchange for candy.

Feedback method: Post-it
notes added to Challenges and
Opportunities Map

Themes:

« Kidsenjoythe parks in Essex
Junction, such as the playground
at Thomas Fleming School and the
pool at Maple Street Park. They also
enjoy access to larger greenspaces
outside the City such as Indian
Brook and Sand Hill Park.

« Kids desire more food options and
things to do, including shopping, go
karts, and ice skating.

* People see opportunities for more
green space, food trucks, and
grocery stores.

» People appreciate the mix of
“city” with “nature” and enjoy
biking around, but there is a desire
for better biking and walking
conditions, especially for families/
kids.

Challenges and Opportunities Map with
post-its noting “assets, challenges,
opportunities, and connections” T

We spoke to lots of kids about what they
love and want they want to see added to
Essex Junction =
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SATURDAY Oct 5, 2024

Kick-Off Presentation

Champlain Valley
Exposition Centre

e

o aon L

We presented slides on project £,y ="t ==L
background and existing conditions, L - ¥y
with an option to join via webinar and
live polling questions using Slido.

——

Feedback method: Live polling using
Slido

In response to the open-ended polling question:

Describe the #1 asset you’d like to see preserved in the study area...
participants said:

* Balance robust businesses, community spaces and safety

» Diversity of businesses

 Community connections through coffee shops

* Walkability

* Nothing—itwould be ideal to overhaul the entire space and replace it with easy and
quiet access paths for the younger generations to encourage civic engagement and
community

» Historical character

* Morerestaurants

* Maintain thevibe

» Historical buildings and compatible new growth

« Ensure accessibility for diverse (in all ways) residents

» Diversity of businesses

* Towncharacter

* Viablelocal businesses serving residents

» Greenspaceincludingriver access

* Boxcar Bakery

* Open space for healthy activity

* Public transportation

» Safety
e Qur historical character
 Nature

* Businessvitality
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In response to the open-ended polling question:

Describe the #1 thing you’d like to see changed in the study area...
participants said:

» Segregated bike and walking paths bordered by green space to reduce traffic noise and
increase walkability and access to businesses by non-car transportation methods

* More trees, with separation between sidewalks & road

* Turn5cornersto4corners

» Historical aesthetic matching

« Traffic control during CVE events—add crosswalk lights

« Traffic calming everywhere

« Keep main street open because traffic will be forced to side streets

* Focus on safety and good use of density

» Pedestrianrailroad crossings

* Close Main Street

» Protected bike lanes everywhere

* Mandate green space/communal space in new development

» Less parking out front

* Infill parking lots

* Learnfrom past planning mistakes

« Addtwo stories to every building in the study area

* More Affordable housing

» Bikelanes on Pearl—West Street to Susie Wilson

e Return of Amtrak [route] to Montreal

* Crosswalks near every bus stop; Design control; Less traffic

* Notsureyet

e No strip malls—Crosswalks on Pearl Street

+ Continuous bike lanes

« Traffic calming strategies

» Better stakeholder involvement

* Close Main Street

CONNECT THE JUNCTION COMMUNITY DESIGN CHARRETTE 5



When prompted:
In up to 3 words, describe what you see as the biggest

challenges in the study area,
participants said:

% Prioritizes business over people
Land ownership concentration Traffic funding affordable

Lack of imagination ReS|Stance to Change

Traffic congestion Over developed

State mandates Traf‘ﬁc N I M BYS mind;r;iiﬂ traffic

Participation
Parking in front CO St

s 6D e ding Money Strip malls

Space for improvements Noise Handy

MonopolyIandownerscveCarS Space Developers

Limited public land Viable businesses
Kurds Enforcing design standards

Traffic noise, nimby, money Sraail sidewalics
Landowners

When prompted:
In up to 3 words, describe your vision for the study area,

participants said:

Access for all.
Community pedestrian safe

Bikes feet housing
Grocery

Maximum green space Close main

Respect safe tradition =~ Abundant
Four corners
Liveable

Infill .
Greenspace  Gafe 'M€S  sustainable  crosswai

Historic sustaTability ;
River access

Dense Quiet
Compact a a e Close Main Street
Safe easy walking

multimodal
) Pleasant high density
baaipealnied Housing vibrant Affordable Dol activity

Fewercars ~ Pedestrian friendly Walkingpedestrianfriendly

Friendly public spcasellean Usable efficient areagpen space  Bicyclefriendly
Multi-modal transportation options

Accessible, affordable & attractive
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SATURDAY Oct 5, 2024

Workshop activity #1.:
Challenges + Opportunities

Champlain Valley
Exposition Centre

Feedback method: Participants

broke into 4 groups and marked up

Challenges and Opportunities Maps

to show:

+ Assets theywant to protect.

* Challenges that require
improvements.

e Opportunities to transform places
into something new.

» Existing or potential connections.

Themes:

Pearl Street:

* Thecity needs to pair crosswalks
and bus stops.

« Traffic calming measures should be
implemented to slow down through
traffic.

* There are fewer eastbound transit
stops than westbound.

» Bikelanes are dangerous and
discontinuous - opportunity to road
diet to create safer bike paths.

5 Corners:

* Possibility of shutting down Main
Street or reducing a lane of traffic
(opinions for and against).

» Possibility of closing Railroad Ave
to car traffic between Central Street
and Main Street.

Park Street

» Desireto create contiguous bike
and pedestrian paths to access the
river.

| W A 8 b RN () o s
/ ASSETS: : CHALLENGES: OPPORTUNITIES: /’r CONNECTIONS:
\ Places to protect Places toimprove -’/ Places to transform New or existing
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Aggregation of Feedback
from the 4 groups; see
appendix for original maps.

I ] MAPPING:
CONECT THE JUNCTION G‘HALLE‘NGES- @PP@R« |U | ‘f | iy ) S

[ S E

BUS STOPS
v #2
| * #10
| CONNECTION
BIKE/PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE
= SHARED-USE PATH
=== BIKE LANE

ASSETS: CHALLENGES: OPPORTUNITIES: CONNECTIONS:
Places to protect Places to improve Places to transform New or existing
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SATURDAY Oct 5, 2024

Workshop activity #2:
Redevelopment + Infill

Champlain Valley
Exposition Centre

Feedback method: Participants
remained in their groups and placed
stickers to show where they envision
different housing types, public
spaces, and streetscape elements.

Themes:

Pearl Street:

» Existing strip malls could be
redeveloped as mixed-use without
setbacks and with parking behind
the buildings.

* Denserhousing, including middle
housing and lower density
multifamily, is desired along the
northwest edge of Pearl, and in
secondary study areas.

* Challenge with sound mitigation if
housingis proposed near the CVE.

* Opportunity for more diverse
and year-round uses of the CVE

property.

5 Corners

» Desiretointegrate green space into
future development.

* Residents appreciate the current
mix of retail and restaurants.

* Desire for mid-to high-density
mixed-use development.

» Peoplelike the idea of incorporating
parklets and food trucks into public
space.
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SUNDAY Oct 6, 2024

Site Tour
Q Five Corrners—>Pearl Street

We walked around the Five Corners
and Pearl Street areas, talking about
existing conditions and noting
opportunities for new development
and uses of space.

MONDAY Oct 7,2024

Site Tour

Crescent Connector + Five
corners

After the ribbon cutting for the new
Crescent Connector, we walked
the new throughway and around
Five Corners to discuss how this
change can pave the way for new
developmentin the area.

Feedback method: Tour attendees
provided feedback through conversation
and by marking up maps.

Themes:

* Reduceimpact from traffic on « Expanded and improved public space
pedestrians and bicyclists. will support new development.

* Railroad Avenue presents unique « Focus on community needs versus
opportunity for a pedestrian-oriented accommodating regional traffic.
street. .

Right-of-way constraints make bicycle

e Capitalize on the Crescent Connector. facilities challenging.

» Crosswalks should be added to the
places where people are already
making street crossings.
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CONNECT THE JUNCTION

Holy Family.
Cemetery.

Murray Roag

Rotunda Avenye

Pearl Street

Grandview Avenye

Villa Driye

SECONDARY STUDY AREA S
Champlain rr'mmas
Valley STUDY AREA ~ Flemingggrol
Expeosition 0SPe :Stree

CITY LIMITS Essex Dog Rark
CCUNN.
\ 2 \lr\‘\/ S
/
West Street
Community
Garden
“vacksdn Street]

anuq Je1gno

®s,
{J
>
tr
e,

Roscoe Coury

BUS STOPS

CONNECTION
BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN
Stevens Park

= SHARED-USE PATH
south street

Hiawatha Avenye.

Hiawatha
Rive
oot VT Streag

=== BIKE LANE
School

COMMON ROUTE FOR ON-ROAD CYCLING
PRIMARY & SECONDARY STUDY AREAS

Tyler Drive

] secondary
[ Primary

o 1,000 Feet

The Sunday tour started in the parking
lot in front of Firebird Cafe, looped

around Railroad Ave, and extended
along Pearl Street.
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MONDAY Oct 7, 2024

Closing Presentation
9 Champlain Valley Exposition

We presented a summary of what we
had heard throughout the weekend at
the workshop, tours, and during “open
studio hours” during which people
were invited to share feedback on
project boards, using activity maps,
and via conversation with project
team members.

Vision + Big Ideas:

1. Prioritize People T A model of a potential redevelopment

2. Capitalize on the Connector by making scheme whereby the corner of Main Street and
more “people space” Park Street is an urban plaza.

3. Add activity and amenities with new

4 A conceptan arc of green spaces around
development P & ¢

the Five Corners, with Main Street reduced to

4. Add housingthoughtfully two lanes and Railroad Avenue improved with
5. Make more connections market shed buildings .
6. Make the assets shine

7. EssexdJdunction for Essex Junction

Market Shed
Buildings
~

Main St. to
two lanes

27| Remove one
% _|lane on Park St.
Add space to

.| east side




Appendix

The following pages include scanned maps that resulted from the
workshop on October 5.

13



e

1 STUDY AREANRS
iod '

i) P} L o ~ X
d - - T
qg ~! 790 8 |
S kS22 — PRl |
o4 : 1

o~ * R .
S AT P e
N XS Ue N / K
ot § i Rovcat= w2l a an;nmy
oSS Pt = > Meehy - b d
Re2J . | e 729 . . 2K j
5§32 Yidii }\ P30 RYY . i:' ! 3 :’rme'('-‘" ¥ ot J"j 7
T : $ f Ay 1 3 ‘*\C‘\z T 2 &, HDT & - ‘-‘
} : { 71‘ f- ‘\: {“ &J,\l‘ o7 %\k . \‘c 1 3 4'”" S 3 : 3 + -
Vel i gl SR e ) < : :
e & ped o SO W %3
A T I A SN o
e by ) AR Tl
f «; ;‘:; " | d o/ ‘f} N
1 i, 5 pa s/ / X X /
poc f PR S O 1s ¢ - v/
- ™ = I A \ o
J 11 | N ‘ N
3| & prigt
] i ! 7~ s BRg
J3NE “_—ﬁ ‘ {14 R SRuNa iy
BUS STOPS FRARD T 4 w { S R
. —tt [~ { ' L =
#2 : b _‘ | i
v #10 N e e e [ ! ! :
# CONNECTION Gt [ LT | =\
BIKE/PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE AR NI SR | A Src g "
= I s g |
— SHARED-USE PATH o o1 s I o g A | e 1
«=ee BIKE LANE L 1 — | g A ", T R A
\ o | i L \ % \ |
g - ,Y,t_ B ‘ e e\ i P
W 7 3 § "/ | 1 ” 1o v
. b

ASSETS: CHALLENGES: OPPORTUNITIES: CONNECTIONS:
Places to protect Places to improve Places to transform New or existing



ASSIEIS, CHALUENGES, o QPR ORI UINLES

l.‘»».
,,“f’m

R

-mm fix win "yavog vo m"
r-" i - [""‘

’H/\J“‘ N

BUS STOPS
v #2
v #10
" CONNECTION
BIKE/PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE
== SHARED-USE PATH
- BIKE LANE R | T i T

e e i N R e\ sl S T L A

ASSETS: CHALLENGES: OPPORTUNITIES: CONNECTIONS:
Places to protect Places to improve Places to transform New or existing




A | ] PHNG:
CONECT THE JUNCTION @E@D 9P @m

VAW
S

L : Sty ) "
\ P o '2. e | ] | P "

|

/’n,,.,—- . dﬁ/"\r-._

% ary / % ) 1 ILs J ¢
BUS STOPS e ‘,J o el (L L - : :
} * #10 \ | ~— bt E T ' LAY e Vet “W
' % CONNECTION ol et i ) =75 vy \ ‘«‘(; e
1 - g BN ¢ D 1 i SA‘O k \
BIKE/PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE - L | pe ¢ 1 ‘ A { Yt - )
— SHARED-USE PATH 0 o1 ozath o e | i . $ l ol I \ .
=== BIKE LANE 1 i i - il ) bk \,,»25 SN AN & il | D A
o jow WSt NS ‘ ‘ ) \ " -
\ 7,:-‘\ / X il { 1 X v - l = &5
e \ 2 iy Rt i cascapesTl | V.
§ \ t
|

ASSETS: CHALLENGES: OPPORTUNITIES: CONNECTIONS:
Places to protect Places to improve Places to transform New or existing




S — - - 'S

Ko 2 5‘°\ I a.\\o'3 ‘Mﬁ: W‘L wflogg pr\

web ae» \
—&:P o \,N\: w* ko h’ . ',, -\ m"!f
UK ,\v.& \ebx ‘. ’ >@
\w{'y’ e kv*?'l C * 4"? ¢ 2

CON{ECT THE JUNCTION ASS‘ETS “HALLE"N @ESD HOPPORGKINEILRES },EL{ ;j.
ym(”‘“”d t\s—e\:‘, g A Reghhekeed | ‘%S{\'I'i"h@ ;o‘;

. = *Fa‘f Alitonlu"fé |

FARK ,?‘M "C‘L“ 4, M-” ' = i STUDYAREA -
= e —Aa oty | Y \A“
’ % v V

Jight

Isibi)
el )

Yol b Fal ]\

o e nie wbin T

(entoe T 3ning e
eas

A"*\” Ltb”"\ﬁ‘

mr\‘“ o N ot PN
s 8 &l ousemy e SV‘“’\ \‘"\—\ C? u""‘-/ - e 3 ! =y
P Aornt) teduction meJéJ : »\“"’ "kmg it L £ STThe e i, =
-\-v 515“-‘ \}Ouu CN»G Q'aap'hw f(ug‘/ / . vy w;‘ L:”/, Cay
va dhe vy o = ri*-dw* # / &2 anuu;,,’ ity
o ¢ / 2 Manain ~5 ]w
Spger Jw‘(ﬂ ‘o e L) Y Af;‘ 3 L | / / /mbr[.., ! i
in Swala, Veri glaws se "“("" ! - | oy locaiong
e rou et Tect U L] Y f Ho Yavs gt
“‘:.,;y. Lpuces M Lapilia § =4 e d ‘. vy A \Luhsu,ﬂ 1&@“"
: ! | - i !
r=1 =14 | ‘
T e
v #10 \ | = 1=4 A st' ] f:“‘l "'lmly awd
# CONNECTION = ik = LVenTe N'h oA _*
BIKE/PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE & ur*vm V""”‘ o -:\fl ‘n""""'-'/h' mln“//‘
— SHARED-USE PATH . - - sl i o P Vo enture e mm P
- BIKE LANE L 1 PR ! ’ \ I|’4r‘\mg kel Ao
™ 4 Otl‘:f\a / Ul',’
D(th, . 0"’"9

e Nl
\r o uy Be qesd -\»c Cesece
qu-urs @165 ‘*’0‘--’1’

ASSETS: CHALLENGES: OPPORTUNITIES: i CONNECTIONS:
Places to protect Places to improve Places to transform New or existing

L S— = = e



BUS STOPS
v o#2
? #10
# CONNECTION
BIKE/PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE
= SHARED-USE PATH
=== BIKE LANE

ASSETS:
Places to protect

G C S
"F "’M.QL

cohmq_ W

6 s—on““ed_ :
BuaT lammelr-
[ inpne)

' 'p}aq- t\w‘,:" —'

L Shredd clisvre e

[Feduces access |
g Cammu- bvm-mvs
O'}Mllﬂ ‘

! ﬁ:clw. mm..s“u
it /?D P#)b-*nrf‘
4 \ 'J‘" c rudrpod Streef—.

Inwsr - &t o S

CHALLENGES:

Places to imprgve
Lood Sea Mpn-nnh—-

7[4

OPPORTU ITIlI:;.S:

Places to transform
C&LSCGJ: Part__ .

VL e i
cA.scADEsTE v,
T
\

CONNECTIONS:
New or existing



BUS STOPS = Secondary

A

¥ #10 ~Afeas

7 CONNECTION ~ «————Secormaryvasw
BIKE/PEDESTRIAN ~RRORIXRE
— SHARED-USEPATH ,JB-BARGEY
—— BIKE LANE ROV
== CROSSWALKS L ROVEROGD
STUDY AREA

& Primary




CONNECT THE JUNCTION

BUS STOPS

A7)

L U]

" CONNECTION
BIKE/PEDESTRIAN
— SHARED-USE PATH
— BIKE LANE
== CROSSWALKS
STUDY AREA
€3 Primary

*.% Secondary
SecondaryStuyAreaMask
Areas

Secondary Mask
PROPTYPE
W PARCEL
N ROW_RAIL
B ROW_ROAD

-LINCOLN ST

Detention and Claaning Swala:

EXAMPLE



INFILL SCENARIO
WHARGOES

BUS STOPS

=" Secondary

L") ‘SecondaryStuyAreaMask

? w10 Areas i — ¥
2

 connecTion Secondary Mask i

BIKE/PEDESTRIAN PROPTYPE
=~ SHARED-USEPATH S PARCEL
— BIKELANE R ROW_RAIL
> CROSSWALKS W ROW_ROAD
STUDY AREA
& Primary




Roard ‘

(==

BUS STOPS® “=" Secondary

LY & #SecondaryStuyAreaMask
¥ #10 Areas

# CONNECTION Secondary Mask

« BIKE/PEDESTRIAN PROPTYPE
— SHARED-USEPATH WS PARCEL

— BIKELANE . ROW:RAIL
@ CROSSWALKS . ROW_ROAD ©
STUDY AREA

& primary 2L

BehS

INJEILL SCENARIO-
GOESYWHERE?

5,

HSTUsc o™= — |

xfg?” i




gz
Lo
=, 1;

‘PEAR'LST =

BUS STOPS Likely within 20 Years
L] Unlikely to be redeveloped
? #2120 STUDY AREA

¥ CONNECTION © primary

BIKE/PEDESTRIAN =% Secondary

— SHARED-USE PATH SasandasybreyAreamase

~—— BIKE LANE

@@= CROSSWALKS

REDEVELOPABLE

B Approved

Mid Dansity Mixed Use

EXAMPLE




BUS STOPS

? w2

? w10

) CONNECTION
BIKE/PEDESTRIAN
— SHARED-USE PATH
—— BIKE LANE
== CROSSWALKS
REDEVELOPABLE
B Approved

.

Likely within 20 Years
=3 Unilikely to be redeveloped
STUDY AREA
& Primary
"=* Secondary
SecondaryStuyAreaMask
Areas

Secondary Mask

SLyping o 190
paos oAl pited

Sl

v e |

’ 5y




)
7
] 551_'1-4

o ¥yo ;";‘ o/
(el
2

BUS STOPS Likelywithin 20 Years
"= E Unlikely to be redeveloped

* =0 STUDY AREA
¥ CONNECTION €3 Primary

BIKE/PEDESTRIAN "® Secondary
— SHARED-USE PATH SecondaryStuyAreaMask

— BIKE LANE Areas

== CROSSWALKS Secondary Mask
REDEVELOPABLE

=S Approved




	Connect the Junction Design Charrette Summary - Final.pdf
	Charrette Feedback Scan.pdf


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}



